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STATINTL 
MEMORANDUM FOR: ere 
ssociate Coordinator for Academic Relations, NFAC 
THROUGH : Chief, Geography Division, OGCR 
FROM : Chief, Middle East/Africa/Western Hemisphere Branch, 
GD/OGCR 
SUBJECT : Visit of Professor Harm J. deBlij 


1. Harm J. deBlij, Professor of Geography, University of Miami, 

STATINTL Coral Gables, Florida, visited Headquarters and the Ames Building on 
Thursday, 9 August 1979. His visit was Sponsored by OGCR and his talk 
at Headquarters was announced and hosted by ereceen oe NIO for 
Africa. During the morning session, Dr. deBlij spoke on "Future 
Geopolitical Developments in Southern Africa". About 45 people from CIA 
and other Intelligence Community agencies attended the session at 
Headquarters. 


2. A second session, held that afternoon in the OGCR Conference 
Room, Ames Building, covered a wide range of geographic topics. About 
15 OGCR personnel attended. 


3. Professor deBlij's talks were enthusiastically received, and 
we are hoping to arrange future contacts with Dr. deBlij. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. C. Thomas Thorne, Jr., State/INR 


STATINTL es 21h 
STATINTL raneSeeEEER NSA 
Mr. Kenedon Steins, Treasury 
SUBJECT : Geopolitical Factors Affecting Southern Africa's Future 


1. Harm J. deBlij, Professor of Geography at the University of Miami, 
will speak on "Geopolitical Factors Affecting Southern Africa's Future" on 
Thursday, 9 August 1979, from 9:30 a.m. to noon in Room 7E32 of CIA Head- 
quarters. The geopolitical strategies employed by the southern African 
governments to strengthen their white minority regimes will be discussed. 
After his presentation, Dr. deBlij will entertain questions on the geopolitics 
of the general southern Africa area. 


2, Dr. deBlij, a well known American political geographer, has written 
extensively on Africa, South Africa and political geography. Among his dozen 


books are African Survey, Africa South and Systematic Political Geography. 


3. Born in the Netherlands and raised in South Africa, Professor 
deBlij received his B.S. degree from the University of Witwatersrand and his 
Ph.D. from Northwestern University. After several years on the Michigan 
State University faculty, in 1968 he became Chairman of the Department of 
Geography at the University of Miami in Coral Gables, Florida. For several 
years an Associate Dean in the College of Social Science, he has returned 
to full time duties as Professor of Geography. 


4. He has spent three of the last seven months in Africa, and should be 
STATINTL able to offer fresh insights. 


5. Please call 1-722) with the names of attendees to 
OB Wednesday, 8 August. 


this meeting no Tater than C g 
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National Intelligence Officer 
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